
JAMES
The Tongue





SUMMARY OF LAST WEEK
Faith and Deeds -- James 2:14-26

● James is reminding Christians that genuine faith will 
produce consistent deeds

● A claim to faith that doesn’t produce corresponding 
good works is hypocrisy and a worthless faith



SUMMARY OF LAST WEEK
Faith and Deeds -- James 2:14-26

● Paul & James approach faith/works from different 
perspectives
○ James is telling those who claim to be Christians 

that their genuine faith will be accompanied by good 
deeds. Lack of good deeds demonstrates a dead or 
worthless faith



SUMMARY OF LAST WEEK
Faith and Deeds -- James 2:14-26

● Paul & James approach faith/works from different 
perspectives
○ Paul writes to correct those who are trying to be 

righteous by good works in following the Law
○ He declares that righteousness before God can only 

come by believing and receiving what Christ has 
done and never by works



SUMMARY OF LAST WEEK
Faith and Deeds -- James 2:14-26

● Both Paul and James would agree
○ Good works can never make us righteous before 

God
○ If we believe and receive Jesus as the One who paid 

for our sins on the cross, God will justify us, 
declaring us righteous before Him

○ We demonstrate the reality of our faith and belief by 
the good deeds that emanate from our lives



THIS WEEK

● We examine another area where hypocrisy and a lack 
of integrity shows up: the way we use our tongue

● James’ focus is on that hypocrisy when the tongue is 
used for evil
○ The powerful effects of our words
○ The difficulty of controlling the tongue
○ The impossibility of the same tongue cursing & 

praising



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● Why do you think James puts this line in about teachers 
at this particular point?   3:1
○ Includes himself as a teacher, “...we who teach…”
○ Introducing strong words about problems w/ the 

tongue
○ Includes himself again, “...we all stumble…”
○ Perhaps he is showing humility in admitting that 

even as a teacher delivering this message he admits 
how difficult it is to manage the tongue



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● How does the verse about perfection relate to teachers? 
Or does it?  3:2

● For teachers there is greater responsibility and thus 
greater accountability
○ General principle in Scripture
○ Fits with James and emphasis on integrity
○ Fits with high expectations in Scripture for those who 

are to be church leaders



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● How does the verse about perfection relate to teachers? 
Or does it?  3:2 **************CONTINUED**************

● Counter those who would seek to be teachers & leaders 
for wrong motivations -- attention, influence, 

● Perhaps also part of humble approach -- to manage my 
tongue I could perfectly manage my whole body. 
○ Greater accountability but don’t expect perfection!



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● James uses bits in horse’s mouths, rudders on ships, 
and a spark starting a forest fire as analogies for the 
tongue. What is he communicating with these pictures?
○ Bits, rudders, sparks are relatively small but hardly 

insignificant as they are capable of causing relatively 
huge results

○ James concentrates on the negative results but they 
could also cause positive results



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● Is the tongue evil?  3:8
○ James says so: “It is a restless evil, full of deadly 

poison.”
○ James is focusing on the evil effects of an 

uncontrolled tongue. Then the tongue is evil.
○ As an organ for taste and steering our food it 

certainly is not evil.
○ As a word to describe our words in general it 

certainly is not evil.



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● Isn’t it rather hopeless and depressing to be told that no 
human can tame the tongue?   3:8
○ Yes
○ BUT not if we focus on “no human….”
○ It’s not that the tongue cannot be tamed

■ The source of our words is the heart. A heart 
focused on God and His Word tames the tongue

■ God the Holy Spirit indwells us and can enable 
us to tame our tongue



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● Isn’t it rather hopeless and depressing to be told that no 
human can tame the tongue?   3:8  ****CONTINUED****
○ The Christian life is lived successfully when

■ We are truly born again
■ Filled with the Holy Spirit
■ Depending upon God rather than our own self
■ Regularly reading Scripture & praying
■ Separating ourselves from the world (next week)



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● James again gives us word pictures in 3:9-12 using 
analogies of springs, a grapevine, and a fig tree. What 
is he teaching us?
○ A good spring produces fresh water, never saltwater
○ Grapevines produce grapes, never figs
○ Fig trees produce figs, never grapes
○ Likewise the tongue of a Christian should not both 

praise God and curse another person



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● How do you relate this teaching on the tongue to James’ 
overall emphasis on integrity and his perspective on 
faith and works?
○ What comes out of our mouth should be consistent 

with our claim to be a Christian.
■ God has declared us righteous. Our mouth 

should utter words consistent with righteousness.
■ Words of unrighteousness are an indication that 

our faith is dead, worthless; not genuine.



The Tongue -- Other Passages in James   

● 1:19  be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to become 
angry

● 1:26  keep a tight rein on the tongue
● 2:12  speak as those who are going to be judged by the 

law that gives freedom
● 4:11  don’t slander or speak against one another



The Tongue -- Other Passages in James   

● 4:16  don’t boast in your own arrogant schemes
● 5:9  don’t grumble
● 5:12  don’t swear
● 5:13ff  pray, sing praise, confess sins



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● What did Jesus teach about the tongue?
○ Matthew 15:1-20

■ Speaking to Pharisees. Calling them hypocrites 
pushing human rules but w/ hearts far from Him

■ What proceeds from mouth comes from the heart 
revealing evil thoughts



The Tongue -- James 3:1-12   

● What did Jesus teach about the tongue?
○ Matthew 12:22-37

■ Pharisees criticize Jesus’ healing of demon 
possessed man

■ Jesus response includes:
● “...a tree is recognized by its fruit.”
● “A mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”



QUESTIONS and/or COMMENTS



NEXT WEEK
The World -- James 4:1-10   

● What is the question James asks to begin chapter 4?
● Why would he ask that question? How does it fit in with 

the rest of the book of James?
● What does he give as the answer to that question?
● What does he give for reasons that we don’t get what 

we want?
● Who are the adulterous people referred to in 4:4? 



NEXT WEEK
The World -- James 4:1-10   

● Who or what is “the world?”
● What does Jesus say about “the world” in John 

15:18-25?
● And in Matthew 6:24? Or is this about “the world?”
● What does John say about “the world” in I John 

2:15-17?



NEXT WEEK
The World -- James 4:1-10   

● What scripture is mentioned in 4:5?
● And in 4:6?
● 4:1-6 has been answering the original question: “What 

causes fights & quarrels among you?” What does 
James give as the solution beginning with 4:7?

● In 4:8 James talks of “sinners” and “double-minded.” Is 
he talking about Christians?


